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TEXT OF GENERAL GEHLEN'S ENGLISH LANGUAGE LETTER TO MR. HELMS 
FOLLOWS - 

"REINHARD GEHLEN 81 31 BERG BE I STARNBERG, DEN 22ND SEPTEMBER, 

"NR . 68 1966 


' ‘DEAR MR. HELMS, 

"I WISH TO THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR KIND LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 
1 ST. I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH YOUR FRIENDLY REMARKS ABOUT OUR SERVICE. 

BUT IN RESPONSE I SHOULD STRESS THAT WE ALL ARE EXTREMELY HAPPY ABOUT 
THE CHOICE YOUR PRESIDENT MADE IN APPOINTING YOU HEAD OF THE CIA. 

Ml THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION, AND I AM LOOKING FORWARD ; 
TO SEE YOU I N NOVEMBER, IF NOTHING HAPPENS WHICH MAY MAKE IT NECESSARY 
FOR ME TOv STAY HERE. AS YOU KNOW THE SITUATION FROM THE GERMAN DOMES- 
TIC POLICY POINT OF VI^W IS AT PRESENT A BIT LABILE. EVENTUAL CHANGES 
WITHIN THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT WOULD KEEP ME HERE FOR A WHILE AS I EXAL 
PLAINED MORE DET A I LEDLY TO MR. CLINE. AFTER ALL, I HOPE I WILL BE 
ABLE TO MAKE THE TRIP IN NOVEMBER, AND I MAY SUGGEST AN APPROXIMATE 
DATE DURING THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER. 


'•ALL GOOD WISHES FOR SUCCESS IN YOUR HEAVY TASK AND MANY REGARDS 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN YOUR ORGANIZATION. 

"WITH CORDIAL REGARDS, 

"SINCERELY YOURS, 
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reinhard gehlkn 8131 bero mi stahnbbho, i>bm 22nd September, 

NR> 68 I 960 


Dear Mr. Helms, 

I wish to thank you very much for your kind 
letter of September 1st. I .appreciate very muoh 
your friendly remarks about our service. But in 
response I should stress that we all are extremely 
happy about the choice your President made in 
appointing you head of the CIA. 

I thank you for your kind invitation, and I 
am looking forward to see you in November, if 
nothing happens which may make it necessary for me 
to stay here. As you know the situation from the 
German domestic policy point of view is at present 
a bit labile. Eventual changes within the German 
Government would keep me here for a while as I 
explained more detailedly to Mr. -fC line . After all, 
I hope I will be able to make the trip in November, 
and I may suggest an approximate date during the 
middle of October. 

All good wishes for success in your heavy task 
and many regards to all our friends in your organi- 
zation. 

With cordial regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
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